DISGRACE   ABOUNDING

higher-grade swindlers and more expensive trollops of Marseilles
to police headquarters, it was apparently the best the French were
able to find for their royal guest on that October day in 1934,
and as its highest speed was twenty miles an hour and the chauffeur
had been instructed to keep it in first gear anyway, and it had a
convenient running board, Vlada the Chauffeur, the gunman,
who had been waiting among the crowd with his pockets bulging
with bombs and revolvers, had no difficulty in carrying out his
mission, and now that old motor car rusts in the museum in the
Kalimegdan Park and you can see the bloodstains.

A fitting sideshow in Insanity Fair, I think, the two buildings
in the Kalimegdan Park, with the murdered King's car in the
one, and Count Ciano, Prince Regent Paul, Milan Stoyadino-
vitch, Italo-Yugoslav friendship, in the other.

For some of the assassins, as I have already suggested, were trained
and sheltered in Italy, and the chief of them retired to his villa
there after the murder, and the request for his extradition
was refused. When an outraged Yugoslavia brought her case
before the League Council at Geneva, she was browbeaten
by England and France into keeping out of it the name of Italy,
whose foremost leaders must have known what was afoot, and the
matter was written off with a rebuke to Hungary, who had
played a comparatively minor part in the affair. For England and
France were then determined that nothing should come between
them and their efforts to placate Italy and keep her out of the
German orbit, and the rights or grievances of a small state like
Yugoslavia meant just as little to them then as the fate of Czecho-
slovakia meant to them four years later. The good Laval side-
tracked the demands for justice of the outraged Boshko Yeftitch,
the Foreign Minister who accompanied King Alexander to
Marseilles, with the same effortless cynicism that was subsequently
shown at Munich,

'Make friends with Italy,' was their urgent advice to Yugo-
slavia.

Well, four years have passed, and what have you now? Italy
is not with France and England, but solidly In partnership with
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